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At the halfway mark in the twentieth century, most of 
the schools in southern Pickaway County were aging and 
could offer only a limited curriculum to their upper level 
students because of the small class sizes.  The average 
graduating class had only 20-25 students during the 
1950s, and talk of consolidation among the local area 
schools had begun as early as 1936 but became more 
serious in 1954.  The Logan Elm School District was 
formed on August 7, 1957 by the Pickaway County Board 
of Education, under the direction of County Superinten-
dent George McDowell.  One of the first tasks of the 
newly appointed Logan Elm Board of Education was to 
secure a site for the new high school. 

According to the October 27, 1958 edition of the Cir-
cleville Herald, Logan Elm High School was to be situated 
on farmland owned by Raymond Moats on Tarlton Road.  
Since the district was originally to consist of Pickaway, 
Salt Creek and Washington Townships in Pickaway Coun-
ty, Clearcreek Township in Fairfield County, and Kingston
-Union in Ross County, the site was the geographic cen-
ter of those areas and very close to the intersection of 
Clearcreek, Pickaway, Salt Creek and Washington Town-
ships. Washington School was 5 miles to the high school, 
Stoutsville 5.5 miles, Salt Creek 7 miles, Pickaway 7.5 
miles and Kingston 8 miles.  The Board also obtained a 
right-of-way for a road running north from Zane Trail to 
the high school.  As of this writing, the road has been 
discussed as a possibility but never brought about. 

According to minutes of the Pickaway County Board of 
Education, Mr. Paul Cummins, Fairfield County Superin-
tendent, wrote a letter to the Pickaway County Board of 
Education, dated April 29, 1958, informing the board 
that on March 29, a petition signed by approximately 
400 eligible electors of the Clearcreek Township Local 
School District was presented to the Fairfield County 
Board requesting that the entire Clearcreek Township 
School District be transferred to Logan Elm School Dis-

trict. The letter also stated that a counter petition con-
taining 474 eligible signatures had been presented to the 
Fairfield County Board asking that the board delay any 
action on the other petition until a study could be made 
by Ohio University on a possible consolidation of schools 
in Fairfield County.  The Pickaway County Board decided 
to abide by whatever decision the Logan Elm Board 
made on the proposal.  Logan Elm favored the merger.  
The Ohio Secretary of State sent a letter stating that eve-
rything was in order for the transfer.  After the Ohio Uni-
versity study was completed, the Fairfield County Board 
of Education blocked the transfer of Clearcreek Town-
ship to Logan Elm.  Clearcreek soon joined with Amanda 
to form another school district.  At about the same time 
some residents from the Kingston-Union School District 
in Ross County requested to join the Logan Elm School 
District.  However, the Kingston-Union School Board vot-
ed not to join.  It later joined with Centralia and Adelphi 
to form the Zane Trace School District. 

Once the site had been selected, the Logan Elm School 
Board had to raise the money for the new school build-
ing.  The 3.67 mill bond levy approved by the voters to 
build the school was scheduled to bring in the needed 
$940,000 for construction.  They hired Van Buren, Ayers 
and Blackburn as the architectural firm to design the 
new structure and add a new gymnasium to Washing-
ton.  The high school was built to accommodate 450 pu-
pils in order to serve students from the combined dis-
tricts.  It contained eight lecture classrooms, two science 
laboratories, two business education classrooms, two 
home economics laboratories, an industrial arts shop 
and classroom, a library, mechanical drawing shop, voca-
tional agricultural shop and classroom, art room, kitchen
-lunch room, gymnasium-auditorium with maximum 
seating capacity of 1,100, music room, and health clinic.   
Administrative offices, mechanical rooms, storage and 
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rest room facilities were also included.  The plans includ-
ed future expansion for another 100 students. 

 The newly organized Board of Education, Frank Graves, 
Orley Judy, Wells Wilson, Judson Beougher, and David 
Bolender, selected John Henn as the new principal of 
Logan Elm High School.  Mr. Carl Burger became the first 
executive head of the new school district.  Both had been 
administrators at Mt. Sterling before coming to Logan 
Elm.  The teachers hired for that first year included Carol 
and Mark Albright, Gobel Branham, Jeannette Chilcote, 
Alice DeLong, William Drum, Dorothy Hamrick, Jerry 
Hanes, Keith Merrin, Jean Mills, Victor Pontius, Dorothy 
Sampson, Elizabeth Umsted, and Mildred Wertman. 

Logan Elm was the first consolidated high school in the 
county since the centralizing of the one room school dis-
tricts.  A total of 270 students entered the new high 
school in the fall of 1960.  Most of the high school was 
completed by September, but students entering the new 
building could not go all the way down the front hall be-
cause a plastic barrier was erected to allow the construc-
tion of the gymnasium to continue. 

The student body that first year had a lot of important 
decisions to make; they had to select the school colors 
and the mascot.  Four color combinations were put on a 
ballot for the students to choose:  green and white; red, 
white and blue; red and white; and red, white and black.  
The choices were suggested by the student body and 
narrowed down to four by the student council and facul-
ty. Voting took place by the student body on September 
28, 1960.  Red, white and black became the official 
school colors.  Even though the color combinations on 
the ballot were not like any of the original three high 
schools, the winning colors of red, black and white for 
Logan Elm are a combination of red and gray from Salt 
Creek, purple and white from Washington, and gold and 
black from Pickaway.  From a list of four mascots that 
included Chiefs, Mingos, Pioneers and Braves, the stu-
dents voted for the official mascot as reported in the Oc-
tober 5, 1960 issue of the school newspaper.  The 
school’s sports teams would be known as the Logan Elm 
Braves.  The Brave’s head logo for the high school was 
chosen from four drawn by Carl Smith. 

The Student Council was organized with the following 
officers:  President, Sharon Sharrett; Vice President, Joe 
Goeller; Secretary and reporter, Carol Torchick; and 
Treasurer, Roger Clarke. 

The annual staff was headed by editor, Anne Smith, and 
assistant editor, Verna McFadden.  Mrs. Carol Albright 
was the advisor. The yearbook staff chose Skandha for 
the official name of the annual.  According to the very 
first issue of the Skandha, the name “is an Indian word 

which means ‘to collect or unite; bring together.’” Appro-
priately it would bring together memories for the stu-
dents in a new school that brought together three school 
districts. 

The editor of the official school newspaper, Janey Hock-
man, and the assistant editor, Janet Bower, along with 
the advisor, Mr. Bill Drum, asked the students for sugges-
tions in the naming of the paper.  From the many sugges-
tions, including Mingo Gazette, the name that was se-
lected was the Logan Elm Highlights.  Many of the stu-
dents complained that the name was too similar to the 
popular children’s magazine, Highlights for Children.  The 
next year, the name was changed to the Elm Log.  The 
newspaper sold for ten cents a copy. 

Verna McFadden was chosen by the student body as the 
first Miss Logan Elm for the 1960 Pumpkin Show.  Verna 
was a member of the junior class.  Carol Torchick, anoth-
er member of the junior class, was selected as Miss Lo-
gan Elm the next year and became the first of many Miss 
Pumpkin Shows from Logan Elm High School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first graduating class had 52 members with Anne 
Smith as valedictorian and Harriet Anderson as salutato-
rian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The addition of three more townships from Hocking 
County in 1972, Salt Creek, Perry and part of Laurel al-
most doubled the size of Logan Elm High School to 775.  
Graduating classes number around 160, three times the 
size of the first class.   

The graduating class of 2023 was the last to graduate 
from the old school.  With the passing of the bond levy in 
2018, the new K-12 school opened in the fall of 2023.   

Verna McFadden                         Carol Torchick 
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Logan Elm Superintendents 

Carl S. Burger, 1958-72 John J. Henn, 1972-1980 Howard Curth, 1980-83 

Jack Maddox, 1983-90 John Edgar, 1990-2005 Asa Bradbury, 2005-08 

Wyvonna Jan Broughton, 

2008-09 John Edgar, 2009-2012 Tim Williams, 2012- 
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This is the complete list for the old building.  The class 

of 2024 will be the first in the new building and will 

continue the tradition of graduating outstanding stu-

dents. 
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Logan Elm High School shown below was opened 

in the fall of 1960 and with the building of the 

new high school as shown on the right, was de-

molished in July of 2023.   

Demolition started on July 17 and by July 27, all 

that was left was a pile of rubble.  It took several 

more days to remove all the debris and grade the 

area that once was occupied by the school. 

Watson General Contracting was in charge of the 

demolition and cleanup.  The following photos 

were mainly taken by the author. BJ Van Fossen 

supplied the drone photos of the school before 

demolition and Brody Rine the drone photos dur-

ing the demolition. 
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New school under construction 
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Portable classrooms are the first to go 
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Drone photos from Brody Rine 
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